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Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council of Eynsford, held on 
Thursday 15th MAY 2014, in the Parish Office, Priory Lane, Eynsford, at 8 pm.

7822
PRESENT


Members Present


Mrs S Boyle

Mr M Richardson

Mr N Rodway


Mr P Ward


Mrs K Wright


Clerk in Attendance


Mrs H Ivaldi

Other Officials Present

Mr M Horwood, District Councillor
7823
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Mrs A Cornwell

Dr J Harris


Mr C Stanyon (present via conference phone)


PCSO Morris

7824
CHAIRMAN’S REMARKS

None
7825
CLERK’S COMMENTS


Mrs Ivaldi reminded members that the Annual Parish Meeting was on Friday 16th May starting at 
8pm.
7826
GOVERNANCE
a) Declarations of Interest
Mr Rodway declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4829e as a member of the Eynsford & Crockenhill Rights of Way Group.
Mrs Boyle declared a non-pecuniary interest in item 4829e as a member of the Eynsford & Crockenhill Rights of Way Group.


b) Minutes of Previous Meetings
The minutes of the full council meeting held on 17th April 2014 were presented for approval. 

RESOLVED:  That, subject to a few grammatical adjustments, the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the recommendations are approved. 
c) Finance Notes 
The clerk submitted a list of accounts, and a budget report, for April 2014. However, councillors did not have the correct copies, so this item was deferred until the next meeting.
RESOLVED: That the accounts approved at the next meeting.
d) Annual Parish Meeting Update
Mrs Ivaldi reported that the event had been well publicised, many agencies would be attending, and that final preparations would be made the following day.

Mr Stanyon thanked Mrs Ivaldi and Mrs Wolfe for all their work in organising this event.
RESOLVED: That the information is noted.
e) Security Lights 
Councillors were informed that Mr Richardson and Mr Baker had replaced the outside security lights for the parish office.
RESOLVED: That Mr Richardson and Mr Baker are thanked.
f) Honours Boards
Mr Richardson reported that he had looked into the costs of honours boards to record past Chairs and Clerks. His suggested board would be MDF with oak veneer and a moulded frame. Lettering would be vinyl adhesive letters. Including suggested lettering costs would range from around £400 to over £600.
RESOLVED: That the purchase of an honours board is considered at the budget meeting in November.
g) Electronic Payments
Members were informed that the repeal of s.150(5) of the Local Government Act 1972 now makes it legal for parish councils to make electronic payments as well as cheque payments. Councillors were asked to approved the setting up of electronic payments where needed, and to approve changes to the council’s Financial Regulations.
RESOLVED: That the following changes are made to the Financial Regulations:

The addition of paragraph 5.5 ‘All electronic payments must be listed on the schedule of payments (5.2) and signed by two councillors. A suitable referencing system must be employed to ensure electronic payments can be tracked once authorised.’
Changes to paragraph 6.1 ‘All payments shall be effected by cheque, by electronic transfer, or other order, drawn on the Council’s bankers.

That use of electronic payments is approved.
h) Membership of Kent Association of Local Councils (KALC)

Councillors were asked to consider renewing their membership of KALC at a cost of £596.80 + VAT.

RESOLVED: That membership is renewed.

i) Data Protection Registration

Councillors were informed that payment for registration as a data controller under the Data Protection Act was due for renewal at a cost of £35.

RESOLVED: That the registration is renewed.

7827
PLANNING
a) Planning Committee 6th May 2014
Minutes of the above meeting were circulated to all councillors for approval, as per Appendix A. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the 
recommendations are approved. 
b) Notifications of Planning Consents/Refusals Received from Sevenoaks District Council 
None
c) Planning Application SE/14/01032/HOUSE – 54 Eynsford Rise, Eynsford
Plans for the replacement of an existing conservatory with a single storey glazed rear extension, formation of a new decked area with glass balustrading, and the installation of a door and window for the lower store, were tabled for discussion.
RESOLVED: That no objection is made unless there are any privacy issues for No. 52 caused by the extension.
d) Notice of Work to Trees in a Conservation Area – SE/14/01150/WTCA – 1 Munn’s Cottages, High Street, Eynsford
Mr Miller had been asked to look at trees at this address and to provide his recommendation. A recommendation had not yet been received and the clerk was asked to check this.
RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

e) Trees in the Village Hall Drive

Mr Richardson reported that he, Mr Miller and a resident had look at trees in the village hall drive. The resident had been concerned that the Wych Elm could cause damage to his property at Gibson Place. Examination showed that the tree was far enough from the wall not to damage it. Mr Richardson said that the Village Hall trustees may apply for permission to remove the Holly tree, and that Mr Miller may remove some of the suckers from the Wych Elm. Mrs Boyle noted that Mrs Penney would be interested in the suckers to grow on for the Eynsford in Bloom group.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.
f) Permitted Development Application SE/14/00469/LDCPR – Clevelands, Eynsford Road, Eynsford

Councillors were informed that permission had been granted for the erection of a single storey changing room/pool house.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted and put in the planning file for Clevelands.

7828
HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORTATION
a) Parish Office Road Sign
Councillors were asked to approve expenditure on two replacement road signs to say ‘Eynsford Parish Council & Scout Hall’, one outside Mill House and one on the Priory Lane triangle. Mr Baker has agreed to fit the signs. The cost of the signs would be £238 + VAT.
RESOLVED:  That, as long as nothing has been spent or committed in the Contingency budget, that the expenditure is approved.
7829
COMMUNITY & ENVIRONMENT
a) Community & Environment Committee 6th May 2014
Minutes of the above meeting were circulated to all councillors for approval, as per Appendix B. 

RESOLVED: That the minutes are accepted as a true and complete record, and that the 
recommendations are approved. 

b) Police Report
PCSO Morris had reported that there were no crimes during the last month. She had also said that letters had been sent to residents of Fernbank asking them not to park blocking the pavement.
Mrs Boyle noted that there had been crimes in the village. One was the theft of plants from the ‘triangle’ next to Eynsford Station which had been reported to the police. Another was the shooting of a lamb with an air rifle on Mrs Penney’s land.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted. 


c) Membership of the Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE)

Councillors were asked to consider renewing their membership of CPRE at a cost of £36.

RESOLVED: That the membership is renewed from the Regular Donations budget (Section 137).
d) Membership of Action with Communities in Rural Kent (ACRK)


Councillors were asked to consider renewing their membership of ACRK at a cost of £35. 

RESOLVED: That the membership is renewed from the Regular Donations budget (Section 137).
e) Donation to Eynsford & Crockenhill Rights of Way Group
Councillors were asked to consider making a donation to the Rights of Way group. Previously a donation of £70 has been made.
RESOLVED: That a donation of £70 is made from Regular Donations (Section 137).

f) Footpath in Castlefield Nature Area

Councillors were informed that quotes had been sought for clearing the footpath area and for 
laying a hoggin path at Castlefield Nature Area. 

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

g) School Notice Board

Members were told that there had been some issues with the newly refurbished noticeboard 
outside the school gates. Notices were often removed, or had fallen off. It is unclear whether this 
is due to the weather or other factors. A suggestion had been made by the school that a cover is 
attached to the board, but this would reduce access for others and could be potentially hazardous 
to passing children if not secured.

RESOLVED: That we monitor the board and encourage users to use sufficient pins for their 
notices.
h) Darent Valley Landscape Partnership (DVLP)
Councillors discussed the possible purchase of Chalkhurst/Hartnip Woods in order to give a firm response to Mr Baynes of the DVLP regarding potential match funding. Councillors were also asked to agree to continue to support the application and the project.

RESOLVED: That a letter of support is written to the Darent Valley Landscape Partnership for their application for funding. That Mr Baynes is told that we are interested in purchasing Chalkhurst/Hartnip Wood but have no funds to do so this year. That we also say that we support the proposed improvements to the Darent Valley path but nothing budgeted this year. We will discuss budgeting for matched funding in future years at our budget meeting in November. 
At this point, 8.55pm, the meeting was opened up to questions from the public, as per Appendix Q.

The meeting resumed at 9.20pm.

7830
RECREATION

a) Allotments
Some allotment holders had noted that there has been a deterioration in the standard of some allotments, especially when people are thinking of giving them up. This can make them hard to manage for the people who take them on. In a recent letter to allotment holders, the Clerk has suggested setting up an allotment liaison committee along the same lines as the Harrow Meadow committee. It was also noted that there is a wasp nest on the BKV allotment and that the path alongside Mr Brown’s allotment is impassable.

RESOLVED:  That Mrs Boyle looks into carrying out up to three inspections per year. That the 
clerk goes through the rental agreements with Mrs Boyle and that any proposed changes are 
brought back to the council including looking at raising the rent to cover costs. That the clerk 
finds out costs for removing wasps and lets BKV know. That a letter is written to Mr Brown 
asking him to clear the path.
b) Funding Agreement – New Playground Equipment for Harrow Meadow
Councillors were asked to approve Mr Stanyon and Mrs Boyle as signatories for the funding agreement with Cory Environmental Trust.
RESOLVED: That Mr Stanyon and Mrs Boyle are approved as signatories.

c) New Playground Equipment Update
Councillors were informed that the funding agreement had been signed and an order had been placed with Playdale for the new equipment. A start date for the installation had been given as 2nd June 2014.

RESOLVED: That the information is noted.

d) Dog Bin
Councillors were asked to agree to moving the dog bin near Olive Seal Hall from the left hand railing to the right hand railing.

RESOLVED: That Mr Bint is asked to move the bin. 
The meeting of the council closed at 9.32 pm
--------------------------------------------------------



Chairman: 19th June 2014.
